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Information pursuant to Article 13 of the General Data Protection Regulation  
Regarding the Use of Ombudsmen  

 
In the following, we provide you with information regarding the processing of your personal data in connection with 
the use of the ombudspersons at Helmholtz Zentrum München – Deutsches Forschungszentrum für Umwelt und 
Gesundheit (GmbH), as well as your rights under the General Data Protection Regulation (hereinafter GDPR). 
 
1. Purpose of data processing 
When you contact an ombudsperson, we process your personal data in order to: 

• advise you on matters of good scientific practice 

• clarify the facts of the matter and facilitate discussions among the parties involved 

• investigate allegations of research misconduct 
 

2. Categories of data processing  
For the purpose described above, the following personal data is processed: 

• your contact information (if you provide it), 

• details regarding the described circumstances, 

• information regarding the individuals involved, 

• meeting notes, correspondence, and the results of the proceedings. 
 
3. Legal basis for data processing 
Processing is carried out on the basis of Article 6(1)(f) of the GDPR (to safeguard the legitimate interests of  Helmholtz 
Zentrum München in ensuring good scientific practice and investigating possible violations). 
 
4. Recipients of the data 
Access to your data is restricted exclusively to individuals directly involved in the respective proceedings, in particular 
the ombudspersons and—where necessary—the responsible Commission for Good Scientific Practice. Data will only 
be disclosed to the extent necessary to handle the respective case or where there is a legal obligation to do so. 

 
5. Duration of processing, deletion of data 
Personal data will be retained during the respective proceedings for as long as is necessary for the investigation and 
final assessment, a legitimate interest of the Helmholtz Zentrum München, or a legal requirement. Thereafter, this 
data will be deleted in accordance with legal requirements. The duration of storage, particularly in proceedings 
concerning possible scientific misconduct, depends on the severity of the suspicion and the reported potential breach 
of duty. 
 
6. Data subject rights under the GDPR 
You have the right: 

• to access your processed personal data (Art. 15 GDPR), 

• to have inaccurate data rectified (Art. 16 GDPR), 

• to have your data erased (Art. 17 GDPR), 

• to restrict processing (Art. 18 GDPR), 

• to object to the processing (Art. 21 GDPR), 

• to data portability (Art. 20 GDPR). 

7. Right to file a complaint with the supervisory authority 
Without prejudice to any other administrative or judicial remedy, you have the right to lodge a complaint with a data 
protection supervisory authority. The competent authority is, in particular: 

 
The Federal Commissioner for Data Protection and Freedom of Information (BfDI) 
Husarenstr. 30, 53117 Bonn 
Tel.: +49 (0)228-997799-0 
Email: poststelle@bfdi.bund.de  
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8. Data Controller under data protection law 
The entity responsible for processing the aforementioned personal data and your related requests and inquiries is: 
 

Helmholtz Zentrum München  
Deutsches Forschungszentrum für Umwelt und Gesundheit (GmbH) 

Ingolstädter Landstraße 1 
85764 Neuherberg 

Tel.: +49 (0)89-3187-0 
Email:info@helmholtz-munich.de  

 
If you have any questions regarding data protection, please contact the Data Protection Officer at Helmholtz 

Zentrum München: 

Email:datenschutz@helmholtz-munich.de  

mailto:info@helmholtz-munich.de
mailto:datenschutz@helmholtz-munich.de

